
BY STEPHEN FAY
The building is a museum,

the name is one of the oldest
and most respected in Maine,
and the lore leads all the way
back to Abraham Lincoln and
earlier. Yet Hale and Hamlin,
125 years young, is as techno-
logically hip as a Blackberry.

Networked computers,
telecommunications, electronic
research, electronic filing, doc-
uments scanned and shredded,
and steady progress toward a
paperless practice set Hale and
Hamlin, if not apart from the
pack, certainly in the lead.

“We were one of the first
firms to have lawyers in front
of computers,” said Hale &
Hamlin partner Sally Mills, a
native of Blue Hill.

Her father, Senior Partner
Barry Mills embraced technol-
ogy early. He recalls addressing
a gathering of lawyers in 1984
and predicting that in 10 years
they all would be using com-
puters. The audience was not
convinced. 

Barry is pretty sure he and a
fellow Maine lawyer were the
first to exchange professional
e-mails. The year was 1985, the
message: “Hi Barry. Let me
know if you get this.”

For all its modern features,
Hale & Hamlin has not forgot-
ten the basics, Barry said. A
law firm should help its clients
stay clear of litigation but, once
in, should see the client
through in a way that mini-
mizes cost.

In estate and financial plan-
ning (among the firm’s special-

ties), he said, a good firm
should help the client “plan af-
fairs to maximize the quotient
of human happiness — eco-
nomic or otherwise.”

He observed that “these
basic factors are never going to
change.”

Staying with the topic of
immutable standards, Barry
Mills noted that the essentials
of litigation also are change-
less: Gather information, find
out what is true, determine
what you can prove, establish
what is the law, and anticipate
the consequences. 

The firm’s history dates
back to 1831, when Thomas
Robinson opened a law office
in Ellsworth. In 1857, Robin-
son engaged a 19-year-old
clerk, Eugene Hale, who wrote
up deeds, wills and letters and
“read” law in his spare time.

After Robinson’s death, Lu-
cilius A. Emery became a part-
ner with Hale and the firm of
Hale & Emery was established.

In 1883, they hired young
Hannibal E. Hamlin, son of the
vice president during Lincoln’s
first term. Shortly after, Emery
left the firm to serve on the
Maine Supreme Judicial Court,
eventually to become chief jus-
tice.

By the end of 1883, Eugene
Hale and Hannibal E. Hamlin
were practicing law as Hale &
Hamlin. Out of respect for the
firm’s august founders and
local history, the present legal
practitioners have maintained
Hale & Hamlin, LLC, as the
firm’s name. 
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R.F. JORDAN &SONS

We wish to extend our sincere congratulations to everyone at

Hale & Hamlin, LLC
as they celebrate 125 years of service and support to 

our local communities. Thank you.

R.F. JORDAN &SONS
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

85 Water Street • Ellsworth, ME   04605
207.667-5236 • Fax 207.667-9321 • www.rfjordanandsons.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • MUNICIPAL • INDUSTRIAL

Processed Sand • Gravel • Stone • Loam
Free Estimates • Insured & Bonded • Serving Ellsworth Area Since 1964

• Complete Sitework Packages
• Snow Removal
• Parking Lots
• Excavating
• Road Building
• Stone Embankments

• Underground Video Monitoring
• Subdivisions
• Tank Removal
• Retaining Walls
• Tennis Courts
• Licensed Septic System Installer

• Site Preparation
• Land Clearing
• EnvironmentalRemediation/Cleanup
• Water and Sewer Mains
• Foundations and Slabs
• Pond Constructions

Best Wishes

to our neighbors at

Hale & Hamlin

on your 125th

Anniversary!

We are

pleased 

to be 

your 

marketing

partners!

www.ellsworthamerican.com www.mdislander.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
HALE & HAMLIN

- 125 years of excellence. -

Jeff Jones
(Partner, Hale & Hamlin, 1985-2001)

Jeffrey W. Jones, P.A.
Estate Planning, Probate & Trusts

State Representative

Brian D. Langley

2 State House
Augusta, ME 04333

(207) 287-1400

Congratulations on 
125 Years of 

Serving Maine Folks

HEATING OIL • PROPANE • KEROSENE • DIESEL

Family Owned and Operated for 27 years!

1166 US Hwy 1, Suite A, Hancock
422-3581 • 1-800-537-6645 • www.nofrillsoil.com

Congratulations 
Hale & Hamlin

on Your 125th Anniversary
Serving the Community

OIL COMPANY

1820
Maine 
becomes a
state

1831
Thomas
Robinson
opened his
law office
in Ellsworth

1857
Thomas
Robinson
hires the
young
Eugene Hale

1883
Hannibal E. Hamlin,
son of Lincoln’s vice
president, joins 
Eugene Hale and the
firm Hale & Hamlin
is created

1838
Ellsworth became the
county seat of 
Hancock County

1860
Paris, Maine native, Hannibal
Hamlin is named Abraham
Lincoln’s vice president

1839
Gov. Fairfield declares war
on England. This is the
first and only time a state
has declared war on a
foreign power.

1859
Ellsworth’s population was 4,009,
industries included 9 sawmills, 
1 tannery, 13 shipbuilders and 
8 box making establishments

1869
Ellsworth is 
incorporated as a
city by the Maine
Legislature

Daguerre 
invents the
first form of
photography

Philip R. Lovell moved to Ellsworth from Brunswick in 1928 to become a partner with Hamlin. 

Ellsworth Law Firm

Marks 125 Years

Hale & Hamlin

Eugene Hale was born in Turner on June 9, 1836. His
original practice was in Orland.

Hannibal E. Hamlin, born in Hampden Aug. 22, 1858,
was the son of Abraham Lincoln’s vice president.



Many well-respected attor-
neys have been associated
with Hale & Hamlin over the
years.

Among these were Charles
Drummey, Henry Martyn Hall
and Philip R. Lovell, who
moved to Ellsworth in 1928
to become a partner with
Hamlin. (Hale died in 1918).

John Pullen of Danforth

became a partner in 1949,
then became senior partner in
1961 when Lovell died. That
same year, the law offices of
Charles J. Hurley and Ather-
ton Fuller became partners
with Pullen in the firm of
Hale & Hamlin. Later, Pullen
left the firm and it continued
with Hurley and Fuller as
partners.

Hurley died in 1981.
Fuller died in 1998.

By the early 1980s, Barry
Mills, now senior partner,
had joined the firm. Active
with him at that time were
Atherton Fuller, Philip Hur-
ley (son of Charles) and Dale
Worthen.
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Thank You, Friends and 
Neighbors for 125 Years!

�

�

�

Serving the local communities and the State of Maine since
1883... and looking forward to serving you in the years ahead!

Hale&Hamlin, LLC
ATTORNEYS              COUNSELORS AT LAW
Offering full client service in real estate law, probate and estate planning, civil litigation,

municipal law, environmental law, corportations and business law, and domestic relations.

4 State Street • Ellsworth, Maine 04605 • 207-667-2561 • www.halehamlin.com

� �

Glad to Help Celebrate
Your 125 Years of Service.

CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS!!

DISTRIBUTION CENTER (NDC)

NORUMBEGA
Marshall Brook Road, Southwest Harbor

39 MARSHALL BROOK ROAD
SOUTHWESAT HARBOR, ME 04679

888-244-7295
www.norumbegamoving.com

MOVING & STORAGE

NORUMBEGA
Marshall Brook Road, Southwest Harbor

39 MARSHALL BROOK ROAD
SOUTHWESAT HARBOR, ME 04679

888-244-7295
www.norumbegamoving.com

Call Rick Evangelista, Owner

207-244-7295
centrally located on MDI

or check out our Web site at
www.norumbegamoving.com

Now Available
Wholesale Pricing 

to the Public 

We’re Making 
a Splash!

Fair Priced,
Fresh and 

Ready to Go

78 Seal Cove Rd
Southwest Harbor, ME

In Maine: 1.800.660.5363
207 244.5363

207 244.4016 fax

ROY, BEARDSLEY,
WILLIAMS & GRANGER LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Peter R. Roy

Anthony W. Beardsley
Raymond L. Williams

Robert C. Granger
Daniel A. Pileggi
Eric N. Columber

Real Estate: Purchase, Financing & Development
Zoning • Land Use Law

Family Law • Divorce • Personal Injury Claims
Probate • Estate Planning

Small Businesses • Corporations 
Civil & Criminal Litigtion

P.O. BOX 723, 6 WATER STREET
ELLSWORTH, MAINE 04605

PHONE: 667-7121 ~ FAX: 667-5513 

ON YOUR 125TH ANNIVERSARY

Axiom is extending its warmest 
congratulations to Hale and Hamlin on the 

celebration of their 125th Anniversary.

Business Solutions
Information Technology

High-Speed Broadband Solutions

4 Main Street, Machias, ME 04654
207-255-0679

www.axiom-tech.net

ROSS & KING, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

953 BAR HARBOR ROAD

TRENTON • 667-1373

Congratulations,
Hale & Hamlin

on your great success
serving our community

for 125 years.

CONGRATULATIONS FROM
THE LAW OFFICES

OF SANDRA HYLANDER COLLIER
CATHERINE L. HAYNES

STEPHEN COLLIER

H.C. Austin
The Quality Store

Furniture Inc.
107 Main Street, Ellsworth, Maine

667-4436

Congratulations
on your

125th 

Anniversary 
HALE & HAMLIN

2003
Justin 
Bennett
is admitted
to the 
Federal Bar

1967
Barry K. Mills
graduates 
from Boston
University
School of Law

1985
Sally Mills,
daughter of
Barry Mills, 
graduates from
George
Stevens 
Academy

1990
Melissa M.
Hale 
graduates
from the New
England
School of Law

2009
Ellsworth’s State Rep. Brian 
Langley is sponsoring a Legislative
Sentiment on the occasion of Hale
& Hamlin’s 125th Anniversary. 
The members of the firm will
travel to Augusta later in the 
session to receive that honor.

1888
Electricity was 
introduced into the
Ellsworth area

1912
The Titanic
sinks during its
maiden voyage

1969
Man walks
on the moon

1897
George Nixon Black
gives his home to
Ellsworth to be used
as a public library

1948
Skowhegan native
Margaret Chase
Smith is the first
woman elected to
the U.S. Senate

1994
Angus King becomes the
second popularly elected
independent governor in
United States history

BY STEPHEN FAY
“If we were a medical

practice,” Senior Partner
Barry Mills said, “we’d be
family doctors.”

Hale & Hamlin’s bread
and butter is civil litigation,
wills, trusts, estates, family
business planning, munici-
pal law, environmental law,
power of attorney, tax ad-
vice and planned giving. If a
client has a criminal matter,
Hale & Hamlin will see that
client through, but the firm
does not specialize in crimi-
nal defense.

“Anyone who thinks he
can cover it all is fooling
h i m s e l f , ”  M i l l s  s a i d .
“Thomas Jefferson was the
last person who knew every-
thing.”

Barry Mills is a native of

Newport. He graduated from
the University of Maine in
1962, and then worked
briefly as a reporter for the
Bangor Daily News. He
taught English at Clinton
High School for a year be-
fore enrolling in Boston
University School of Law.
He graduated cum laude in
1967. He is a former presi-
dent of the Maine State Bar
Association.

Melissa M. Hale (no rela-
tion to the founder) comes
from Scituate, Mass. She
earned her bachelor of arts
degree from George Wash-
ington University and grad-
uated from the New England
School of Law in 1990.

Justin M. Bennett is a na-
tive of London, England. He
earned an honors degree in

business law from London
Guildhall University. He
was admitted to the Maine
Bar in 2002.

Sally N. Mills grew up in
Blue Hill. She graduated
magna cum laude and Phi
Beta Kappa from Wellesley
College. She earned an ad-
vanced degree in Russian
language and literature from
the School of Slavonic and
East European Studies at
University College in Lon-
don. She studied law in
England, receiving her de-
gree from the University of
the West of England.  

Martindale-Hubbell, pub-
lisher of the most widely read
legal directory, has given Hale
& Hamlin its highest rating
for both legal ability and fi-
nancial integrity.

Historic 
Building

Hale & Hamlin is housed in
the Peters Block at the corner of
Main and State streets in
Ellsworth. The noble brick
structure is the oldest commer-
cial building in town — there
are older private homes, but no
commercial buildings of this
vintage.

The edifice was built in
1834-35 for Andrew Peters,
whose home is now the office of
the Hancock-Washington
County District Attorney.

Peters was a shipbuilder and
merchant from Blue Hill. Ac-
cording to local historian Mark
Honey, the Peters Block is “a
testament to the great age of
lumbering in Maine.”

The Peters Block was en-
larged and extended until 1845,
when the structure closest to
the Ellsworth Public Library
was completed.

“Family Doctors”

Let us celebrate with you.
ellsworthamerican.com  / mdislander.com

Senior Partner
Barry Mills has
practiced his entire
career at Hale &
Hamlin.

At table (from left) are Hale & Hamlin attorneys Sally Mills, Barry Mills, Melissa Hale and Justin Bennett. Standing are office staff Juliette Malm-
strom, Barb Holzinger and Tammy Kaspala. 
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Attorneys over the Years


